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“The Year of Our Youth”

Paul L. Craig, Ph.D., ABPP – Candidate APA President-elect

Thank you for inviting me to submit a statement to NLPA for consideration by your members. 

As a candidate for APA President-elect I would encourage you to read the candidate statements and bios published in the APA Monitor on Psychology.  Also, please visit my website www.craigforapapresident.net for access to my CV and to learn more about my clinical practice in Anchorage, Alaska.  The theme of my presidential campaign is “The Year of Our Youth.”
I have lived and worked as a psychologist and neuropsychologist in Alaska for more than 30 years.  There are many misconceptions about Alaska and Alaskans – the most recent of which is that most Alaskans are Palin-tologists!  Humor aside, the myths about Alaska include the notion that it is frozen tundra dotted with Inuit villages and that primarily Caucasians live in the urban areas such as Anchorage and Juneau.  Although there is tundra in northern Alaska, Alaska’s geography and climate ranges from the rain forests of Southeast Alaska to the grass-covered islands of the Aleutian Chain – and everything in between.  Likewise, the indigenous people of Alaska are not Inuits.  Among the first nation people of Alaska are the Inupiat, Yupik, Athabascan, Aleut, Tlingkit, Haida, Eyak, and others – none of whom consider themselves to be Inuit.  Each of the groups listed above are culturally and linguistically unique from one another.

And, the myth that the non-Natives are primarily white is equally wrong.  My daughters graduated from a high school in Anchorage that has no majority.  Rather, the student body was a blend of racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds including African-American, Causcasians, Pacific Islanders, Asians, Latinas and Latinos, Alaska Natives, Russians, Africans, and more.  Each day more than 80 different first languages are spoken by the students entering the public schools in the Anchorage School District.  And the diversity is not limited to Anchorage.  Travel to the furthest north village in Alaska – Barrow – and you will not only find Inupiats, you’ll meet Phillipinas(os), Mexican immigrants, African Americans and many others.  Alaska is a melting pot of cultures and people.

Having practiced as a psychologist and neuropsychologist in Alaska for more than 30 years, I have had the pleasure of working with people from most of the cultures represented by the residents of Alaska.  My belief is that we should all strive to be world citizens and that the advancement of humanity must be premised on respect for each other – respect for our diversity and our unique backgrounds – blended with a willingness to collaborate with each other despite very significant differences that exist among our various racial and cultural heritages.
With regard to the issues facing Latina/o psychologists and the Latina/o population in the United States, I would not presume to attempt to educate the NLPA by way of this written statement.  What I can state with certainty and conviction is that I am willing to learn from the members of NLPA regarding what issues are of importance to your Association.  As APA’s President-elect, I would look forward to the opportunity to work collaboratively with you to address these issues.
An exciting and historic moment for Latina/o psychology was the recent APA delegation to Cuba.  I was one of the delegates.  Participating in the first delegation of psychologists from the APA to visit Cuba allowed me to learn a lot from our Cuban colleagues about their contributions to psychology science and practice and the unique circumstances they work within in Cuba.  I am confident that the seeds of connection that were planted during that trip will grow during the coming years to the benefit of both American and Cuban psychology.  

I would also add that the greatest accomplishment for the Latina/o psychologists to date has been the election of Dr. Melba Vasquez as the 2011 President of the APA.  Melba and I served on the APA Board of Directors together when I was APA’s Treasurer.  I hold Melba in very high regard and consider her a good friend.  I always felt that Melba had something valuable to add when challenging issues were debated by the Board.  She was also willing and able to listen carefully to what I and other members of the Board had to say.  She is a leader who behaves assertively and respectfully.    Dr. Vasquez is a breath of fresh air and an example of outstanding leadership emerging from the growing Latina/o membership within the APA.  I’m certain she made the NLPA proud in her role as APA President.  I too felt proud when I learned that she had been elected.  I was even prouder when I observed how effectively she led as APA’s President.  I firmly believe that there are many young Latina/o psychologists who will rise to a similar level of leadership in the profession in the future.

Which brings me back to the theme of my President-elect campaign:  “The Year of Our Youth.”          
If elected as President-elect of APA, I hope to collaborate with you to meaningfully address the important issues facing our students and our early career colleagues so that they can enjoy bright futures in professional psychology.  Many of our young colleagues are Latina/o.  Issues relevant to the unique needs of this emerging group of the APA’s membership must be front and center with regard to moving a youth-oriented agenda forward.  I would ask that the NLPA collaborate with me to identify and address the issues of greatest importance to the youth in our profession.  To the extent our actions support and encourage the younger members of the APA, the entire profession will flourish, to the benefit of all psychologists.
Thank you for considering me for your #1 vote for APA President-elect.
